
STUDENT PASTOR



On October 22, 1868, God gave 9 men and women a vision to establish a body of believers com-
mitted to following Christ together, striving for the advancement of the church, contributing 

cheerfully to the needs of their community, and spreading the gospel to all nations. New Hope has 
been instrumental in the development of the Williamson County and Cedar Park, Texas area, contrib-
uting their building as a school house for 
free public use from 1871-1919, contributing 
a cemetery (first used in 1869), and con-
tributing a permanent place of gathering, 
learning and growing for their community 
at their present location since 1879. New 
Hope has walked with their community 
through pioneer hardships, economic crisis 
during Reconstruction, world wars, the 
Great Depression and hostile social reform, 
and been a source of hope and support for their community and members both in the past and today.

Although New Hope has a long, rich 153-year history, the church does not live in 
the past. New Hope continues in its mission to share the hope of Christ in our 
local community, the nation and the world. This body of believers provides 
ongoing ministry and support by meeting needs for the homeless, the orphaned (supporting orphan-
age homes for 126 years), the widowed, and families. New Hope has a thriving Preschool Ministry (of-
fering a respected weekday preschool program for 34 years), Kids Ministry (offering community VBS 
for over 75 years, plus other ministries), along with a Student Ministry for the many families moving 
into our community. 

New Hope continues to spread the gospel to all nations through international missions (student 
mission trips and two mission teams a year to Cuba) and weekly livestream broadcasts. New Hope is 
a community of genuine believers of all ages who are following Christ together, seeking to reach our 
neighbors, community, state, country and world with the life-changing love of Christ.

NEW HOPE FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH





MISSION

WE ARE COMMITTED

OUR PURPOSE

VISION

New Hope exists to help people 
discover and grow in the life-changing 
relationship found in Jesus. We follow 
Christ together, understanding life 
was not meant to be done alone.

Following Christ Together
(Matthew 28:18-20; Matthew 6:33) 

New Hope First Baptist Church, 
responding to our Lord Jesus Christ, 
is a God-honoring community of 
believers leading all people to become 
fully devoted followers of Christ. 

Matthew 28:18-20; Matthew 6:33

We know that becoming a follower 
of Christ involves steps in a growth 
process. This is why New Hope, as 
a church community, is committed 
to structuring all we invest our time 
and resources into helping people 
move from one step of the 3D Church 
process to the next.

Make New Disciples - Once a person 
engages in all three steps of growth, 
they are then challenged to take others 
by the hand and lead them through the 
steps. We want people to: DISCOVER 
Christ, DEVELOP in Christ, DEPLOY 
for Christ.

OUR PROCESS

The process we use to fulfill our 
mission is 3D Church.



Our Core Values come from Ephesians 4:11-16; Colossians 3:12-17; James 1:22-25.

Obey the Scriptures
1 John 2:5-6;1 John 5:1-3; Psalm 119, John 14:2; John 15:10-14

Expand the Kingdom of God
Romans 16:25-27; Matthew 24:12-14; Matthew 4:23 

Make Disciples
Ephesians 4:11-16; Colossians 1:28; Acts 2:42-47; John 15:5; Matthew 7:21; Philippians 2:12-16 & 3:10-16

Demonstrate God’s Love
John 13:34-35; John 15:12; 1John 4:7-11; 1 Peter 4:8-10; Ephesians 4:32

Cultivate Genuine Relationships
Romans 12:10-13; Ephesians 4:1-6, 1 Corinthians 9:19- 23; Hebrews 10:23-25;Galatians 6:9
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CORE VALUES



MINISTRY  PROGRAMMING



HIS Kids Preschool (Weekday Program)
• The mission of New Hope Baptist Church Child Development Center is to be a ministry to 
preschool children and their families by introducing Biblically-based spiritual truths that will develop 
fully devoted followers of Christ.

Preschool (infants-Kindergarten)
• Preschoolers learn what the Bible teaches about self, family, others, church, Bible, God, Jesus, and 
their natural world.

Elementary (1st-3rd)
• 1st-3rd graders begin to learn how to apply Bible lessons and scripture to their lives, and discover 
how they can impact the world around them. Music, games, activities and worship elements reinforce 
the message of God’s love for them and their lives.

• Children grow spiritually and relationally through camps, Kids Night In, outings, mission projects, 
and social activities.

Preteen (4th-5th)
• With such a unique transition happening in their lives, they need a place where caring people un-
derstand their unique needs. We offer Preteens a unique Sunday experience that meets them where 
they are and encourages them as they discover what their next faith step is.

KIDS



Middle School & High School Hope Groups
• Small group Bible study that allows students to learn what God’s word says about very specific life 
situations that most teens experience. Classes are separated by grade and gender to best nurture 
discussions specific to students.

Primetime
• Student-led, high-energy worship and Bible study that confronts real-life questions and situations. 
Prepare to be challenged to live your life and make decisions that are obedient to God’s word. 
Food, games and fellowship before or after.

Special Events
• Student camps, D-Now weekends, mission trips and other activities give students an opportunity 
to grow spiritually and relationally.

College Students
• Our College Hope Group is designed to meet the needs of college-aged adults between 18-22. We 
are committed to helping you connect with others and with God in a safe and loving environment.

STUDENTS

Adult Hope Groups
• Hope Groups are more than just “Sunday School” classes. They are relationship-based communities 
that offer focused Bible study and on-going support as you face life together. 

Young Adult Life
• Young Adult Life Hope Group offers fellowship and opportunity to ask questions and grow in a safe 
environment of unmarried adults, ages 22-30s.

Senior Adults
• Our Senior Adult Ministry actively learns, cares, serves and plays together! Find a Hope Group for 
community and Bible study, or connect through seasonal fellowship events.

Women & Men
• Connecting men and women to God, to His word and to others for strengthening, support and 
pursuing purpose. Our Men’s and Women’s ministries offer separate Bible studies and fellowship 
events to build community.

ADULTS



• Life hands us seasons of change, growth and sometimes difficulty. We want you to know that you 
don’t have to walk through those times alone. We are here for you.

• We offer specific care programs such as Stephen Ministry, GriefShare and Prayer Ministry.

CARE

Worship Choir
• The Worship Choir is open to high school and college students through adults. No auditions are 
necessary. The Worship Choir’s main function is to lead and inspire worship.

Worship Band
• The Worship Band is an integral part of the energetic worship and contemporary music of New Hope. 

Technology Team
• The Technology Team supports the worship services of New Hope through technology. Areas of ser-
vice include: video, computer imaging, sound and lights.

WORSHIP

WEEKEND PROGRAMMING

Worship Services
• We are a multi-generation church and our worship experience reflects it. You will hear a blend of 
music; from energetic worship songs you may hear on the radio to timeless hymns usually set to 
modern arrangements. You’ll see people dressed anywhere from blue jeans to business casual – 
come in whatever dress is comfortable for you. Services are Sundays, 9:30 & 11:00 am.

Community
• Life wasn’t meant to be done alone. We gather on Sundays and Wednesdays to grow in our relation-
ships with God and each other through small group Bible study, worship, serving and supporting each 
other. This is how we follow Christ together.



Cedar Park, Texas is a suburb located twenty miles northwest of Austin, the capital of Texas. 
Due to its close proximity to the Austin metropolitan area, there are many events, parks, and 
lively entertainment available to enjoy. Cedar Park’s 860 acres of park space offers a serene 
outdoor nature experience to those in the area. A few fun and popular activities are:

• Exploring the Texas Hill Country 

• Lake Travis boating, hiking and ziplining

• Brushy Creek Trail System

• Austin Steam Train Adventures

• Lower Colorado River Lake System

• HEB Center for sports and entertainment (home of Austin Spurs basketball and Texas 
Stars hockey)

From hiking, water sports, zip lines, live music, sports, shopping, and great restaurants, there are 
plenty of activities and places for people to visit and enjoy in the Cedar Park and Austin region. 
The unique and growing town offers a reputable and competitive school system with exception-
al public schools, private schools, and home school options. Overall, Cedar Park is a wonderful 
place to call home as it is a thriving community and is growing in diversity.

CEDAR PARK, TEXAS



STUDENT  PASTOR POSITION



REPORTING RELATIONSHIPS

Reports to:
Discipleship Pastor

Supervises:
Ministry Assistant
Interns
Volunteers

Collaborative Group:
Discipleship Team
Student Ministry Leaders
Recreation Ministry Leaders

ABOUT THE STUDENT PASTOR

Purpose: Serves the church by ministering to and discipling students (6th-12th grade and 
college) to accomplish the purpose and vision of New Hope First Baptist Church.

Overall Responsibility: Develops and sustains a comprehensive ministry growth strategy 
that encompasses middle school, high school, and college-age groups and aligns with the 
3D Church discipleship process.



GOALS & EXPECTATIONS

Discover Christ
• Leads the church to assist parents in understanding their God-given responsibility of 
   providing spiritual training and guidance to their students. 

• Offers training for students on how to effectively share their faith.

• Leads by example and encourages volunteers, teachers, and students to exemplify Christ.

Develop in Christ
• Recruits, selects, equips and empowers volunteers utilizing High Impact volunteer
   principles.

• Provides formal (structured) and informal (by example) leadership training for student
   leaders. 

• Teaches the Gospel effectually so that students grow in their relationship with Christ.

• Coordinates the effective use of curriculum, volunteers and programs.

• Creates a learning environment that builds a strong foundation of biblical knowledge in
   a setting that is engaging and relevant to students.

Deploy for Christ
• Establishes and leads an on-going outreach strategy to allow students to be involved in 
   missional efforts (Current Examples: Adopt-a-School, Partners in Hope, local church plant 
   support, mission trips). 

• Provides counseling (salvation and other), new Christian training, baptism coordination, 
   and other relevant discipleship milestones for students.

• Is involved in the lives of students (either directly or through student leaders). For
   example: visits homes, attends school events, and makes hospital visits. This also
   includes being aware of current student culture, social media, etc.

• Oversees student mission trips/activities, worship, camps, and other special events.

• Ministers to the students’ families regarding life events to show the love of Christ.

• Create missional opportunities for the students and their families to lead others to Christ.



• Assists in hospital visitation and home visits and provides basic counseling for church
   members as requested.

• Assists in church-wide outreach events as needed.

Administrative Duties
• Establishes overall vision and leads volunteers to set goals for the student ministry.

• Keeps informed about current ministry ideas, resources, and methods in student ministry
   by reading and attending conferences, seminars, and workshops.

• Develops and implements policies for the safety and security of students.

• Plans and executes the Sunday morning Hope Group ministry for students.

• Plans and executes the Wednesday evening worship service for students.

• Plans and executes an effective summer program for students.

• Communicates ministry plans to staff, parents, and students in a timely fashion.

• Plans special events and seminars for parents that will enhance their parenting skills and
   enrich their relationships with their children.

• Cooperates with other ministry areas in the development of the church calendar and
   use of church properties.

• Develops and administers an annual budget in accordance with the church budgeting
   process.

• Serves as a staff liaison on committees or teams as assigned.

• Performs other tasks as assigned when such tasks would enrich and enhance the
   mission of the church.

Accountability
• Attends weekly staff meeting for prayer and planning led by the Senior Pastor.

• Attends periodic discipleship team meetings led by the Discipleship Pastor.

Salary Range: Commensurate with Education/Experience. This is a salaried position with 
                               the expectations of regular office hours.
Denomination: Southern Baptist
Worship Style: Contemporary/Blended



CANDIDATE PROFILE:
WHAT YOU BRING

Personal Characteristics:
• Strong leadership skills
• Natural love for people with an energetic and outgoing personality
• Creative and innovative thinker
• Ability to build relationships with students from a variety of backgrounds
• Experience enlisting, equipping and empowering volunteer leaders in 
   student ministry
• Desire to collaborate and work in a team environment
• Knowledgeable of social media and technology
• Sound communicator and ability to network with others
• Humble servant leader

Education Experience:
• Undergraduate degree required; Seminary degree strongly preferred
• 5 to 10+ years of ministry experience

The following describes many of the characteristics of the ideal candidate 
for Student Pastor:



leonardp@discovernewhope.com

If you are interested in applying for the position described, 
please email your resume to Leonard Prater at


